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| TO THERIGHT WORSHIDFVL 
M. Iohn Hutton Eſquicr, George Gifford _ 
weiſbetb health and increaſe of 
2 „ I 5 
II more then halfe a 
I vyere (right worſhjpfull) 
fince I handled this pa- 
table of the Sower,in a 
>) CD Sermon at London, Be- 
ing inſtantly vrged by a 
friend whichþcatmee , to put it in 
writing,althogþ I was very vnwrfeng, 
for ſundrie conſiderations, yet I nrade 
15 ſonir prpmiſ if leſure ſhuld ſerue, Af- 
| terward e wold very gladly haue 


2 


ben: releaſed àt her hands whom 1 > 
miſed, I could by no meanes obteiſferit. 

J haue therfore at the laſt ſo nighas I 
could, ſet down in writing, that which 
Ithen vttered in ſpeking, I lænowytfat 

I haus omitted ſome things in. the par- 
ticular applications, and exhortations 
wich I made: & alſo 1 haue added ſõe- 
| what. which either then Aan not to 
mind, or els time did not ſerue,go han- 

dle. I am bolde to preſent & dedicate 

this my poore travell vnto your wor- 
ſhip, moued therto with dirfers reſpects 
as thinking my ſelfe in duetie bound, 
| „ 
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not onely with this common K 5 gefie⸗ 
rall bond that ye axe one which” long 
time haue profeſled the glorious goſpel 85 
of Ieſus Chriſt: but with dimers more 
ſpeciall, which are ſo wel knowne vnto 
you, that it wer needleſſe for me to re- 
cite them: only thus much „leeing I was 
born & brought vp ynder you, my pa- 
rents receiuing benefits daily fro you, l 
_- think Lought, when. as I am not able to | 
make any recompence, at leaſt to ſhow 
ſome tolcen of a grateful mind. But eſ- 
pecially I am moued heerevnto, with | 
conſideration of the greateſt bleſsing 
which all my kindred haue enioyed by 
you now ſo long, in prouiding & pro- 
curing their ſpiritual inſtruction. Ip pray 
you accept of my good vill, & account 
of mee as one which oraicth to the 
Lord for you, that he will multiplie & 
increaſe his good giftes ſtill in you, to 
the glorie of his holy name, the bene- 
fit ot his Church, & your endleſſe com- 
Tort in [Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, ELF 
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Tour for euer to 3 75 | ks Lord, 
George Gifford, 
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wy, Sermon vpon athe Pa - If 
i rable of the Sd wet. 1 5 
n Meth "a 
2, IN. 1 day nent out of the 
. -» houſe and fate by the Sea ſide, | 
2 And there was gathered vnto him a 
ene ſo that hee entered into a 
»and ſate downe , and the whole 
altitude ſtood on the ſhoare, - ++ ;; 
| eb ſpake wany;things vnto the 
1 Hara ables,fai 2g. r Behpld ad Sower 1 
rn rtl to fowe, -: 201 
A Aud as he ſowed;; eure eds ell hy 
; 115 gray fade: and the. fowles dune 4 
Fuer P.: 2.0 7 . 
a een fel xpon onze g gr i _ 
they had not much epreh,and by&by/ 2 
they 9 — VPs becauſa they nad net 
dep wth: of earth. f 
6:Aad when the San roſe thepivcit 
. parched zand becauſe they had no dont 
„they withered. 
| 7. Other fell among 3 ,and the | 
; thornes grew vp and choked . 0 
. Other fell into good grounde ;, and 
brought forth fruit, one ſeed an hun- 
a e mec ixty, another tlux- Tn 
tie. 2 1 He 3 OY , 
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A Sermon on the „ 
9 He chat hath cares to heare, let him 
heare, 
ER, - though the JZeweg,af 
RET, KAR ſuch time as our Guf- 
our Chalk came into 5 
VVWGàd od among thẽ: had 
1 Q allo the temple tina. 
gogues where they heard p we 
expounded: yet their Kate was very mi⸗ 


ſerable, foꝛ Chꝛiſt ſaith, they wer as ſhep 
without a ſhepheard: becanſe their tea⸗ 
thers, ö Scribes Phareſies, being chow 
. Ked with couetouſnes, + puffed vp with 
vaine glozy, were become ſtark naught, 
- Coztapt in manners, and toꝛrupting the 
Wozd with their fond gloſes!their teath⸗ 
ing alſo was fo cold. dvith ſo lite pots 
er euen in p which thoy tamght truly, 5 
the people had no great liſt to heare th. 
But when lohn Baptiſt the foꝛerunner 4 > 
of Chꝛitt, was raiſcd vp to publiſh che 
beginning of the Goſpell, x fo pꝛepare | 
wap foz the Loꝛd: he like a ſounding x 
ſhꝛill Trumpet, with the power or his 
woꝛd ſhoke their hearts 1 rowſed their 
ä t 8 hie Bt 
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of heuen ſuffered violence, Mhen Chꝛiſt 
Jeſus himſelfe vttered his voice in pꝛea⸗ 
ching, and his diuine power in woꝛking 
Wonders, ther appered ſuch a wonderful 
maieſty in his perſon, as did amaze the 
hearers:wher vpon his fame was noiſed 
far & neere,.ſo 5 they came running out 
of all quarters of y land by heaps, foꝛ to 


fe theare him,they-ſeemed to fo2get the- 


ſclues & their ſtate,in leauing al wozlds 
ly affaires, as phuſbandme their plough, 
p Artificers their craftes æ ſciences, lol⸗ 
lo wing him into p wildernes with their 
wines c their childꝛen laggering at their 
heeles, ſo great was their zeale. 0 that, 
as befoꝛe almoſt all did periſh in mi⸗ 

ſerable ſtate they were in: now it ſeemed 
5 the greateſt part, oꝛ at leſt an innume⸗ 
rable multitude did with ſuch care im⸗ 
bꝛace p heauẽ ly doctrine as 5ᷣ thep ſhnid 
be moſt happy, c come to eternal life:but 
this was other wile, fo⸗ our ſauioꝛ Chꝛiſt 
ſheweth heere, of this gret heap r rable⸗ 
met of people, which wer ſo zealous t tra 
uelled fo far fo heare him, ther wer th: | 
parts which did not pꝛofit by his doctrine 
but cõtinued ffil damned e fozlozne crr⸗ 
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wy Sermon on the 


| tures, onely one parte of foure, are true 
ſchollers. And becauſe we be ranke hipo⸗ 
crits, pꝛone & redie to deceine our ſelues, 
Chailk Jeſus lateth open the matter ſo 
plainlp, t in { familiar a kinde of teach⸗ 
ing, p vnles we wilfully blind our ſelues 
we cannot but ſez how the caſe ſtandeth 
in euerp of vs, cach man in bimleife:fo2 
he taketh a ſimilitude from a ſower orf 
coꝛne, which going caſting his ſeed a | 
bꝛoad, it lighteth vpon ſundꝛie kinds of 
groũd:ſome lalleth by y way fide, where 
the path is trampled E beaten lmwth £ 
hard, by mens feet, x is made like a paue⸗ 
ment, ⁊ there it lieth aboue p ground al⸗ 
together vncouered , the Fowles come 
by and by and picke it vv, . 
Some falleth into ſtonp ground oꝛ roc⸗ 
kp, oꝛ as S. Luke ſaith vpon a rocke: 
where ther is a little thin cruſt of earth 
in p top. + ſome moiſture in which the 
ſeed is a little couered:ẽ hecauſe p earth | 
which doth couer it is but ſhallowe, it 
ſpꝛingeth vp quickly bꝛauncheth, x is 
freſh æ greene, being ſo god ſcemeth to 
be foꝛward coꝛne, æ ſuch as would yeely | 
to the hulbandman a plentikial harueff: 
bt if 


Parable ofthe Sower, 
but becauſe the rote can not ſpꝛeade it 
ſelfe derpe inough to ſucke iuice out of 
the ground, fo2 the nouriſhment of the 
blade, when the parching heate ol the 
Sunne lightech vpon it, then it is dꝛp⸗ 
ed vp, and ſcoꝛched, and dyeth, and neuer 


b:ingeth foꝛth fruite. Some other dath 
klall among thoꝛnes: there is deapth ot K 
| earth fez the ſede to grawe ;; ſo that it ft 
| Cpaingcth vp, and notonely a blade, but | 
alſo a ſtalke, and commetz.ſofarre as to | 
haue the care : buf the thoznes growe 1 
vp with it, ouerſhadowe and choake it, . 
inſomuch that the Coꝛne in the eare, can 1 
not haue the benefitofþ Sunne to make 2 
it ripe: therefoꝛe the frutte that it ſee⸗- Uſd 
meth to bꝛing foꝛth commeth to nauggt. 
Some other ſeeds fall into god groaund, 
and grow vp, and bꝛing forth ſeaſona⸗ LF 
ble fruite, one karneli an hundꝛeth, ano- UK 
ther ſixtie, another thirtie. This is:the I 
| Parable : Now fo2'the meaning of it, 5 
pe are not to ſcke fare, neither to ge q Ff. 
| by conicctures,fo2 Chꝛiſt hunſelfe doeth 1 
| \ expound and interpꝛete euery part. of. it Io 
| alittleafterin this Chapter: A ned vt 
but to lay open his Ervaſitzon, - 1148 tl” 
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"I Sermon on the 


The terde is the wozd of God: the ſow 


er of if is the Pꝛeacher and publyſher 
ok the ſame : foꝛ as the Sower doth fill 
his hand and ſo caſteth it abzoad vppon 


the ground, not ſetting it ſeede by ſeede, 


92 choſing a place foz euerie ſerde, buf 


where it lighteth: euen ſo the Peracher 


doth caſt foꝛth the woꝛd among Pp peo⸗ 
ple: and loke how the ground is into 
which it falleth, ſo doth it pꝛoſper: foꝛ 
vour hearts are the ground vpon which 


it is caſt: you that are the hearers and 


among whom the ſ&>e is ſowen, haue 
euerp one a heart which is one of theſe 
foure ſoꝛts of grounde, vpon which the 
ſerde falleth: t becauſe the ſede hath ben 
E is ſtill daily ſowen among pe, J think 
this parcell of Scripture is verie fit and 
agrerable:euen as a touchtfone foꝛ every 
one to trie himſelfe withall, whether he 
haue rightly embꝛaced the Goſpell, and 


to his ſaluation: foꝛ what a ſottiſhneſſe 
were this, when we haue ſo iuſt x plain 
à rule, not to meaſure our ſelues with 


if, But going on, on, nothing conſider 
whether we be not one of thole th:e 


euill ſozfs of ſme receiue the 
ſedc, 
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Parable bf the Ger: 


C&de,but b2ingfo2th no fruite,thinking 
We be well if we p2ofciſe the Goſpell o2 
} | heare it, alter any ſoꝛt. Let vs goe fo2- 
ward: thoſe which receyve the ſcede by 
the-waye ſide, are they which heare the 
W92dand doe not - vnderffand it, then 
| commeththeeuill one, oꝛ as aint Like Þ- 
faith, the Diuell, and taketh it awaye 
from their heart, Jn theſe firſt kinde of 1! 
hearers, we haue to obſerue, how that | 
their hearts being hard and ſmoth lyke | 
u path chat is trampled and beaten with ; 
mens fæte p wo2d hath no entrance, but 
lieth aboue vneouered: foz like as when 
à man caſteth an handful of cozne vpen 
a very hard ſmoth path, it is all one as 
ik if were caſt vpon a pauement: fo alſo 
though p cuſtome ⁊᷑ deceitfulnes of ſin 
ning, p dinel hath made y harts of theſe 
vnmekt to receine the heuen!y feed of the 
-wod:t loke how ye fre Crowes d other 
foules folow the beeles of the Sower,fo 
picke bp g deuoure ſuch karnelis as doe 
lie vntouered:in like manner voe the di⸗ 
nels come like greedie foules into the aſ⸗ 
ſembliee, wher p woꝛd of Cod is pꝛeach⸗ 
ed, to take it away fron y hearts of the | 
. 3 people, 
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people, that it may not grow 3 
peraduenture will ſeeme ſtraunge to 


meth not neere them, when ther bes as 
bout theſe holpe things: we are to be⸗ 
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A Sermon on the 


ſome, that Satan ſhoulde haue anve en; 


traunce into the Church among Gods 


people, eſpecially when they be about the 


belt and molt; holy ererciſes of hearing 
the wozd and of p:ayer, How ſtraunge 
ſoeuer it may leeme, and how many. ſo⸗ 


euer haue bene, oꝛ be of that fond & dol⸗ 


tiſh opinion, to thinke that the Dinell 
hath nothing to doe with them, oꝛ cam 


lene Chꝛiſt who telloth vs the contrarp: 
E we are wiſely to conſider, that when 
we are nigheſt that which ſhould do our 
ſoules gd, then is this entmie reame® 
at hande, 


bim: If this were not-vttered by our 
Dauiour Chꝛiſt himielfe, we might wõ⸗ 
der, and foꝛ mine owne parte J woulde 


not ceaſe wondering to ſee manye hea⸗ 
rers which carry away almoſt nothing 
which is to any purpoſe: let à man tell 
a long ſtoꝛie in a woꝛldly matter, they 
haue wif inough to recite it in oꝛdor a- 
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gaine, and to kepe it in remembꝛaunce 
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A long time affer : but let the Pꝛeacher 
ſpeake neuer ſo plaine,altbough they ſit 
and {oke him in the fate, yet if ye en⸗ 
Hee of them ſo ſone as they be ont at 


that (as the common ſaieng is) it went 
in at the one eare, and out at the other. 
They will ſay peraduenture, after this 


manner, It was a god Sermon, 3 wold 


woe could follow it: he ſaid very well: 


he is a perfect ready man' in the Pul⸗ 


pet. But aſke, what docrine vid he han⸗ 
dle? Then are they at a pauſe, and ſet 
at a dead lift. Thep will make this an⸗ 


ſwere: we are not able to carry aware 
fo much as other can, neuerthe leſſe we 
hope that we be as god toward God, as 

they that carry away moſt. They will 


allo confeſſe that the woꝛd of God is 


cod, and that we ſhould be ruled by it. 
Let vs thcrefoze deerely beloued, (if we 
deſire not to be of the number of theſe) 


marke well the ſabfill ſleights, and pol⸗ 


licie of the Dinell, how he handeleth x 


tonueyeth the matter with this kinde ok 


people. There is no doubt of this, but 
that ik he can he will dꝛawe awaye the 
minde 
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A Sermon ont e 


minde from comming to the Hermon, , 
one pelting let oz — 2 muſt come in 
the waye : if there be no woꝛldlye buſt⸗ 
nee to be done: then a paire of cardes 
v2 tables oꝛ ſome honeſt recreation, it 


— — 


ſhould be now no god ciuilitie to parte 


Sandy 8 2 
U 


companye when kriendes are met toge⸗ 


tber: this is the ſureſt waye tf it maye 
be obtained: but what ik he faile heere⸗ 
in 2 They come to the place where the 
ſede-thall be ſowen, ſit downe, t minde 
to heare: then the next wap is to come 
with them, and to attend at their elboe, 
ſceking how to depeius them of p woꝛd. 
Now his beſt way is to bꝛing them a⸗ 
licepe becauſe they were then as god bee * 
abſent:oꝛ into a llumber, that they maye 
heere onely a ſound and a confuſed hum⸗ 


ming, Without any perſcuerance of the 


things vttcred: o2 els when they heare 
any perfect lcentence,02 a few ſentences, 
they know not why they be vttered, be⸗ 
cauſe tyey hard not that which went bes 
foꝛe. Sich as are not ſo dꝛouſie headed, 
belttg wakefni,he ſccketh ſtill fo conuey 
ſome thoughts into their minds, where⸗ 

_abouts they _— be N Ut theyz 


vn- 


a 


Parable of the Sower, 
vnderſtanding dꝛawen away:the minde 
of a man being light and inconſtant, if 
he can put in but one motion, it offens- - 
times dꝛaweth with it ſo manpe lynkes 
| as make vp a whole chaine, in d meane 
time the Pꝛeacher goeth on, and he vn⸗ 
derſtandeth not what was ſapd, x ſo whe 
his minde retourneth, he can haue no 
ſound knowledge of the things vttered, 
| 


F 
[ 


but a confuſed opinion: into theſe by 
thoughts, men are oftentimes bzought, 
| enen by occaſion of ſome woꝛd o2 ſen⸗ 
tente which they heard vttered, x are ca- 
ried ſo far, that they cannot of long time 
recouer their minde to bꝛing it again to 
the matter. Seeing this great danger, we 
ought when we come to heare Gods 
wo2d taught, to make accoũt that we go 
about a very hard wozke,y we go to en⸗ 
| coſiterw Sata hand to hand, who ſeketh 
| then moſt buſily to ſteale away our hart: 
v he may make p wo2d fruitles in vs,x 
cauſe vs to ſinne grenoufiy againſt God, 
Ther is no one man which maketh cõ⸗ 
ſcience of hearing p woꝛd rightly, which | 
ſetting theſe things together, p reucrece. 
7 we owe vnto if; ſtedines of our mind, 
i e 
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wöhirh 1 be vpon it, and the care to 
kepe it, but iwill eaſily graunt that it is 
as hard and painful a trauell to do this, 
as fo2 the man that wonketh ti in the ſo⸗ 
reſt bodelp labour. Here is therefs25 a 
leſſon fo2 euery man to apply to himtelt 
when he is going to heare the woꝛd, to 
thinze, Jam now going about a great 
wozke,F ſhall be to weake if the Loꝛde 
God doe not mightelpe aſliit me: fo2 
A am not to ſit down there at eaſe, but 
to wꝛaſtle and ſtruggle with the Di⸗ 
tell, & with all the coꝛruptions of mine 
owne fleſh, and hardneſſe of my heart: 
that my minde mape be kept ſtedfaſt 
vpon the word, that I mape receiue it 
with all reuerence & ſeare, as the woꝛde 
ol the great and gloꝛious God: not to 
ludge of it at mine owne pleaſure, but to 
craue wiſedome from the Lo2d : not to 


heeare it and to let it go, but to kepit as 


à moſt p2ecious Jewell locked bp in my 
heart, that J may guide my ſclfe therc- 
by. And we ſhall be a great deale the ra⸗ 
ther moued to this diligence, if we cons. | 
ſider. what a companion we carte about 
oy vs, and e a gueſt we lodge 
FE. 8 8 


uoureth the ſ@de which was ſowen in 
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withall, when wos be ſuch as hears ide 
wo ꝛd, and doe not kœpe it. Foz Chꝛiſt 
telleth vs that it is the diuell which do - 


eth this: which as a grædie Fowls de⸗ 


our heart:if any make none account to 
haue him pollefſing their minde, x harde⸗ 
ning their harts againſt the woꝛd: then 


let them continue in their ſloth to heare 


with dꝛouſte minds, to heare t not to 
vnderſtand:to regard the holy moꝛd, but 
as the woꝛd of a man:to make little ac- 
count to keepe it. But if he thinke it a 
molt miſerable thing to haue fo filthy a 
beaſt, and ſo foule a ſpirit to lodge in his 
bꝛeſt:if he thinke it to be a moſt vile ſla⸗ 


uerp, to be vangniſhed v onercome of fo 
hozrible an enimp, to be lead capfine ?ũ | 


kept thꝛall vnder ſuch a tyꝛant:then lot 


him thinke alſo how miſerable a thing 


it is fo be ſuch a kind of ground as 


receive the ſ&de by the way five:fo2 br 
doubfedly howſoener men feeme to defy 
the dinell , and cſs him 5 og ho. 


ſhouldnot come nix them, vet ſeriny 
is no moꝛtall man but the Lo2 d 
e himſelke, who 
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1 heartes, © blinding their eies, we ought 
moſt conſtantly to belteue it. He that 
hall deeply weigh y eſtate of our church 


r te... AA dt 


wr — on the 


the diuell i is not onely nigh, but in theſe 


kinde of hearers,enen hardening theyꝛ 


at this dap, wil ſone be bꝛought to cons 


feſſe, that there be many of this firſt ſoꝛt 


of hearers , they ſhall perceine it right 
well by this, that they are not able in 
any wiſe to iudge 02 put difference be- 


tweene ſound and ſincere pꝛeaching, and 


vaine pꝛatling: they know not when þ 


Pzeacher doth miniſter vnto the whol⸗ 
ſoine fode, c when there is nothing but 
chatfe & winde: e ſhal heare them high⸗ 


ly commend ſome Sermon, as a matter 
wozthy to be wꝛitten in letters of gold, 
when as indeed it deſerueth not ſo much 


as to be noted with a tonale. J ſpeak not 


of thoſe ſilp wꝛetches, which were neuer 
as pet acquainted with pꝛeaching, foꝛ it 
is no great maruell, though they be not 
able fo diſcerne chalke from cherſe: o2 
being blind fo2 to iudge of coulours, but 


cons 


Th IL 


Sad. at al 


CO r EREEEEET Ion 


to ſuch as long time haue ben hearers, e 
pet neuer p wiler, becauſe they are not 
able to ludge n ſound and neceſſary | 
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Parable of the Sower; 


concluſions are dzawne out of þ wo2d! 
but is al one with them, whether p rea⸗ 
fon that is made be god o2 bad, ſtrong 
oꝛ weake:yea further ve ſhall perceive 
euen a little ſhew of a reaſon although 
neuer ſo doltiſh, being againſt true god⸗ 
lineſſe, doth nioze pꝛeuaile with them, 
then a multitude of infallible pꝛofes, al⸗ 
5 though they be neuer ſo ſure: and that 
5 which is fo groſe & abſurd that a childe 
| may laugh at, ſcemeth to them a verye- 
| ſtrong piller to leane vnto. Ther needeth 
no mo2e when a man pꝛeacheth vufo - 
them, vut a gloꝛious ſhew of learning, a 
wert ringing voice, e matters fo ſtrange 
t ſtraungelp handeled, that they may be 
bꝛought into a wonderment of v they 
know not And Satan hath many chap⸗ 


REO. 8 on im oe. 
| 


x 
* 


humo2 of ſuch people, K to ſet fozth the⸗ 4 
ſelues after a pompous ſoꝛt:moꝛe ſeking* | 
their owne vaine glozy;then the gloꝛye 

of the Golpell, in the conuerſion of the 
people. The ſecond kinde of ground are 
they tohich receiue the ſeed vpon p hard 
rack, where ther is ſome entrance, x the 
wo bath a ſhallom 21 them, foꝛ as 
ii. ik 
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it were the top of their heart is foft af 


ter a ſoꝛt, and there it is couered a litle, 
E it groweth bp quickly, and ſpꝛingeth 
freſh, they ſeeme to be ſtout and excellent 
pꝛoteſſours, they hag of great zeale : a 
man would take them fo be ſintsre, ſo 


they take themſelues: but when the dun 
aͤrileth, that is, the firie trial oꝛ parching 
heat of perſecufton, they Fumble 4 fal as 


wax, and becaule the wozd had no deepe . 
rate in them, it withereth and baingeth 
fozth no fruit:theſe alſo are not pꝛoſited 


by the wozd of grace, but are ſil cal as 


wayes and damned creatures : in this 
kinde of ground, oz in theſe hearers, if 
we note well, we ſhall ſee that which is 
ſtraunge and wonderfull: when Chꝛiſt 
ſayth and telfifieth of them, that they 
receine the woꝛd with iop:thcle her not 
hlaſphemers oꝛ perſecutaꝛs of the woꝛd: 
they be not confemners which regarde 
not at all to beare if:they come not vn⸗ 
der a thew o2--y2etence as to a thing 
jch otheriwile they haue na tars noz 


to heare, hut how? They receiue it with 
ie (als dark pleaſare * 
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Parable of the Sower. 


turning they can ſay, ſurely this was a 
very notable pœte of wozke e wel han⸗ 
deled;Y am giad that J heard it, it voth _ 
me tuen as much god as my meate, 5 
would go a mile to heare p like again. 
Is not this then meruailous and feare⸗ 
full, that a man may goe thus far, pet 
be a caſtawap, and a foꝛloꝛne wꝛetth: It 
is not eit . e at whe 
the holp s cine ſentence 
| holettaiterous viliaines which ker ths⸗ 
ſelues againſt God, and tread do wi his 
laws:but when God vttereth this har 
ſentence againff this zealous Rinde 
mon, if it cauſe vs not to wonder; pet 
may make vs to ffemble, when we ter 
a man may p2oceed thus fax in reſtz 
x pet be damned. When we vhdetlta 
— man may be zealous, t redy to hi 
pꝛeuching, vn tarrieth awar, 
letteth- it grow in his hart, hath ſome toy 
in it, and yet neuer the better, abiding 
ffill vader the curſe. But there be fome 
which will obiect ag inſk me & fap,thts 
is no god manner of traching, foꝛ þ vie 
of true teaching is to birild vp and edi⸗ 
fle 5 b faith;but this ſeemeth 1 de away 
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the eerteintie of faith from al.ſo that no 


Kandeth,let him take herd he do not fal. 


Jig is to giue men warning Þ they doe 
not deceiue themlelues with euern kind 


1 J 7 / 37 A 


man can tell whether he ſhall be ſaued: 


Foꝛ by what meanes can a man make 
Aà bctter triall 4 p2ofe of his faith then 
this, that he giueth care to Gods wozd, 
vnderſtadeth it, carieth it away,t ioyeth 


in it? If ſuch a ma may be damned, who 


map not diſpaire? J auniwere-with . 


Paule,r, Cor,10,12.Þe that thinketh he 


I Þ admonition were neceſſary fo the 
Co inthes, it i 1s neceſſary foz vs al. ne 


 paincipall ends &;vſes of peach 


ol Faith oz ioy in the wo2d: but to lake 


: foz gwd + ſqund triall in themſelues: 
which is-not the way to bꝛing men to 


ire, but to bzing them to true god⸗ 
. cauſe. them to ſhake of ſecuri⸗ 
tie ⁊ loleneſſe in the ſeruite af God: to 
beware leaſt their heartes be hard ftiil 
within: it cauſeth men to try thẽſelues 
leaſt they ſhuld be deceined by a vame 
ſhadow of a dead & fruitleſſe faith: fo2 
Chꝛiſt ſaith, p thele beleeue (foz ſo it is 
en — D. Luke the 8.13 oy iop in 
5 
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Parable of the Sower, 


vs come to the particular applieng of 
this point: fo ſe howe war are to deale 


with our ſelues Whe pe receiue p woꝛd 


inough, loke that your heart be not (off 


hard rocke of fone within, but ſe& p-1f 
be digged and ſoftened to the bottome, 
Pp the woꝛd map take rot depe inough. 

Alas, what a miſerable thing is it; when 
Ch:tift hath giuen vs warning here ſo 


plainlp, foꝛ a man fo be a zealous Gol 


peller, not onelpe willing to heare, but 
hath an earneſt deſtre, and trauelleth to 


heare,faketh pleaſure & delight when! ho < 


heareth, yet neuertheles, becauſe he ta- 
keth no herd therto;his heart within is 
ſo ffony,s he heareth but ko his further 


increſe of damnation, Bany thinn it go⸗ 


the woꝛd, and vet are damned. Then let 


take hede p ve giue it depth of earth 
and pliable inough a little aboue, and a 
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eth well with thẽ, when as they tete. 22 


this teſtimonie fr men: he is a ſound 
Pꝛoteſtant, he fauoureth & delighteth in 


feare of god, but pet we are not ka reſt in 
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Þ truth, theſe indeed be great tokens of p 


' the: our chiefe dealing is betwene God 


5 dur heart: x that in this tzing whether 
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ASermon on the 
our heart be nat hard and rockie,Thoſo 
tre a thouſand times happie, which felc 
melting hearts & ſoft atfections, ſo that 
Gods woꝛd doth pearſe into them, and 
cauſcth them to tremble at the majeſty 
| E power of the ſame: their tender heart 
doth ſigh E mourne foz their 'iniquifie, 
As on pᷣ cõtrarp part, they which make 
no conſcience of ſinne, but are hardened 
in their affections, although they ſerme 
to be in gov caſe, pet are they curſed 


£4 and miſerable.Lef enery-man therefo2p 
3 that goeth from the Sermon, carry tbis 
8 with him: J heare by Chꝛiſtes owns 
wunde p there is a ftonie ground inhere 
O ; the lade kalleth: where it groweth but 
IF / ' notdepinough,it ſpzingeth vp but doth 
8 þ not being fozth fruits s this is a wofull 


caſe,if J ſhould be in p number of theſe; 
fo2 then all my labour is loſt, which 3 
beſfow in frequenting Sermons, pra it 
were much better v J had neuer heard: 
I feele that J oy in it, would not fox 
any thing but J had heard it:bat Chaiſt 
ſaith that the repꝛobate, ſome of thent - 
do heare the woꝛd with ioy, lo that if Þ 

lwhke not narrowly to mine tae 
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Parable of the Sower. 
A may fo all this be damned: therksze 
IF: malt not ſatiſſie my felfe with this, 
bat fre that J coner the worde dee 
irvugh,that um heart be ſoffned in ſu ß 
ſozt, that J fiele the rote goeth deepe , 
vea, ſo deepe,that it can neuer bee roted „ 
dut: And therefdze let him continually . 
tris vnto God and ſap: D'Lv2d mae 
| Cofte my hirvo and ſtonis heart: let. it I 
be a melting heart, that thy holy woꝛde 
may growe in it fo2 euer. Þ woulre to 
GOD, this doctrine of gur Sauiour 
CThalf, might make ouerye of vs fo 
tremble and ſhake (as inderde if it were 
well weighed , it is ſo fearfall , that it 
might cauſs the haire of our heades to 
ſtand vp) fo chen would we not ſo lwie⸗ 
ly and ſecarely walke in the hardnes of 
dur hrarts: there would not be fo mas 
mpe backlliders in time of porſecution: 
there would not be fo many bꝛaue bda⸗ 
fers and pꝛaters of Religion, who ats 
ready to pull in their hozns,and to hive 
their heades, © ſane as thers is aye 
feare of daunger , oz lykelyhice of pets © 
ſecution:neither would men beate ther. 
leinen in hand that . . 
v 255 
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£2s, when they haue but a little taſted 

of the woꝛd, and are no moꝛe but emp⸗ 

tie barrels, which giue a great ſonnde. 
Meere then we be ſet a woꝛk with great 
tople, to haue this ſame harde ſtonye 
ground made ſoft,and fit to reteiue this 
 heauenlye ſeede. And he which is not 

carefull in this popnt, to take paines, ve 
ſhall ſz him ware ſo hard, that euen as 
a continuall rapne dꝛopping vppon a 
VNocke of fone maketh it neuer the fof- 
4 ter, ſo nothing can make his heart to 


} relent. This may teach vs then to ceaſa 
| maruelling, when we ſer ſo many which 
4 willingly giue themſelues to be taught, 
and haue till little remoꝛtce of ſinne. 
| The TLoꝛd foꝛ his mercie ſake. make vs 
wie and ſharpe ſighted to iudge ol our 
| ſelues:not to be leade on foꝛwarde in a 

- carnall pꝛofeſſion, but to giue credite to 
dur heauenlpe teacher, who hath here 
. opened his holy mouth to inſtruc vs ſo 
14 plainlpe, and befoze hande to warne vs 
&' | of the great daunger: that we may ſtir 
1 vp our ſelues, and de quickened in our 


1 dull ſpirits, with all humble ſubmiſſion, 


an bawing dobone our neckes, fo res: 
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teiue the doctrine of our Loꝛde, and to 
open our heartes in ſuch: ſoꝛte that her 
ſpade to the bottome. Foz otherwiſe, 
it cannot goe well with vs. If this wer 
pꝛadiſed among vs; we ſhoulde not haue 
ſo many olde ruſtie Pꝛoteſtants: which 
if a man talk with them fram moꝛzning 
to night, they are able to continue ſpeach 
in reciting ffozies and plates of Scrip⸗ 
ture, and will vtter matter agaynſt the 
Doctrine of the Pope: but let a man 
'v2ge them with the doctrine of regene⸗ 
ration, and ffande vpon the neceſſitre of 
ſintere repentaunce, ſhowing them that 
they mult be trulye humbled vnder the 
burthen ot they2 ſinnes, that they muſt 
moꝛtiſie and ſubdue their carnall luſts: 
this is to hard a cruſt foꝛ their old teeth. 
This matter doth marre all : this doeth 
robbe them of their alozte 2: and there⸗ 
koꝛe they cannot willynglye abide- to 
heare of it. Let vs come now fo the 
third kinds of ground, which recepueth 
the ſeed among the thoꝛns:heere is depth 
inough of earth:ſo p as the ſecond ſoꝛt of 
RY ſeemed to go far beyond the _ 
'fo 
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| fothele feeme to goe farre beyond them, 
and to come nigher to eternall life; foz 
heere the wozddoth grow and hath rote 
lo derpes that it ſpꝛingeth fo2th ſo farre, 
that Chailt ſaith it groweth vp, and the 
tkhoꝛnes grow vp with it, the ſtalk doth. 
- ſhate fo:th the care, and lacketh but ri⸗ 
ping. Foz this map be pꝛoued by Saint 
_ ;Luke,who faith that they be not (Te- 
leſphorountes) that is, fuch as beare 
ripe and timely fruite : foz theſe pꝛofeſ 
ſoꝛs doe manp god woꝛkes, and ſeente 

to bꝛing foꝛth the fruites of the Goſpell: 
and that in ſuch wile that men cannot 


- - alwayes diſcerne them, but thinke their 


. deedes to be notable: but Chꝛiſt Jeſus 
doth ſhew that their wozks befoꝛe God, 
(who onely cannot be deceyned) are as 
Coꝛne which lacketh riping, which bee- 
ing ouerſhaddwed with buſhes , withe- 
reth in the eare and commeth to naught: 
this is a daungerous caſe if we loke 
not to it: That a man map heare the 
Golpell pꝛeached, carrie it away,be mo- 
ued thereby to doe many god wozkes: 
and yet be damned, He is a fhoaſande 
folds madde therefoze, which as 
: ” g 
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ſcemeth to take away the ſureſt tryal of 


loke ta himleife in this point: fo frye 
what ſoundneſſe there is in the fruits of 
his faith, and how ſincerely he doth im⸗ 
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bzace Gods woꝛd. As befo2e J ſapde, 


that ſome would obiect and ſay, this wil 
deſtroy-the faith,ſo-am J ſure that hers 
it will be laid much moꝛe: becauſe this 


faith: if a man may not by and by ſape, 
IJ haue god woꝛkes, therefoze J haue 
the true and -lyvely faith: J aunſwere, 
that whoſoener hath any god wozke in 
him, the ſame hath the true faith, which 


hath bought fo:th that god wozke, be⸗ 


cauſe it is impoſſible without faith to do 
any god thing, oꝛ to haue any god mo⸗ 
tion oꝛ intent: but withall 4 ſape, that 


it is one thing to ſeeme nod befoze men, 


and another thing fo2 to be god indeede 


befoze God. In out warde appearaunce, 
there is little difference betweene the 
god deevs of them which feare God ſin⸗ 
cerely,and the vntimelp fruite of woꝛld⸗ 
lyngs: but God whoſe eye doth not loke 


vpon the onfward ſhew, but the inward 
affecion,feth which pzoceedeth of faith 
and which doth p2oceede of vaine gloꝛie, 
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o2 ſome other ſiniſter reſpect, t putteth 
as great difference betweene them, as he 


did between the ſacrifices of. Cayn & A- 


bel. Nle mull take heed then, p the fruits 
of our faith be ripe & timely, otherwiſe 
they be god but in ſhew.Ue mult come 
then to ſee firſt what thele thoꝛns are: in 
S. Mathew they are called, the cares of 
this wo2lde the deceitfulnes of riches:in 
Saint Luke: the cares of riches, e plea⸗ 


ſures ol this lyfe.. And in very deed, theſe 
thoꝛnes doe grow together. Foꝛ were it 


not fo2 the pleaſures of this life , there 
would be no cares of riches ; he which 
doth ſeeke nredelye fo2 wealth, it is ep⸗ 


ther becauſe he woulde be able to haue 


where withall to fill the luſts of p fleſh, 
and to pamper his body delicately:92 els 


to ſet foꝛth himſelfe in pꝛide, to clyme 
ambitioullp to honour, Fo2 fo long as a 


man doth take pleaſure in any of theſe, 


fo long he is couefous + raketh together 


fo much, that as the common ſateng is. 


he raketh vp the Diuell and all: What 


muſt we doe then?Dur heartes are as a 
ground that is-ranke, + bꝛingeth foꝛth 
many werds: we are ſet a wozk as God 
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Parable of the Sow 


peaketh by his Pꝛophet fs chap; 
4.4. Piow vp your falow, t ſow not a⸗ 
mong » thozns: we mult put all diligẽte 
E care p our hearts map be rid of ſuch 
noiſome werds as will choke p woꝛd of 
God, t make that it ſhal not bang . 
fruit in vs. o long as we ſuffer any ot EH 
theſe in vs, either to loue daintie © dely⸗ 41 
cate feeding of our fleſh , and fo fill our 
clues with þ luffs thereof,02 to be gal- 1 
lant in p cies of men; ⁊ hantely to lift vv 
| . ourſelues in our vaingloꝛious mindes, ? 77 
fo: b maintenance of theſe delights bend 0 
our care to y woꝛld:ſo long ſhall we be 14 
vnp2ofitable ſcholers in y ſchol of Chꝛiſt. * 
Alas poꝛe men which wold faine come . 
to God, t yet are glewd to p world, they | 
offer one hand to Chailt,+ the other to p IT 
dinel:they can talke of p ſpirif,q4 yek are 
led by p fleſh: p goſpel is in their month, |S 
Econefouſneſſe lodgeth in their hearts 2: 
their wozkes gliſter & are greene befoꝛe 
men, and are withered befoze God: ther 
ſeeme to be faithfull & are faithles, to be 
heires of gloꝛp, & vet are the childzen ok 
cofuſid. Ther are great plẽtie of theſe he⸗ 
rers,q hi: in ſuch places, wher ther 
is 
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moꝛe we. are to ſtirre vp gur ſelues,un- 


herde that jus ſtand faſt. A great mercie 
of God it is that we haue not onely the 
doctrine laped hefoꝛe us, but alſo fearfull 


| examples: lo that we may buy our wit 
With other mens coſt. Fo2 when we ſee 


the woꝛld with delights and pleaſures , 


with coyetayſnelle and ambition, to car⸗ 
die away these which pꝛofeſſe the Gol⸗ 
Pell, is not gur oſune matter in hande, 


are not Wwe made of the ſame mettall 
then art, doth not the world aſſault vs as 

it doth them? Pes, and we ſhalbe ouer⸗ 
tome alſo, ir the Lo2de haue not mercie 
vpon vs, The hardneſſe of this wozke, 
_ ought not to diſcozage 02 make vs lack, 
but bearing what Chuiſt ſaith, whome 
we ought te beleve,the mo2e harde, the 


tele we make ſmall reckoning ofthe 
ee pf our ſoules. Ye 5; ſhall yeld 
nd gine -ouer the vigging vp of theſe 
tho2nes,becauſe he perecineth they grow 
. in his heart, and ſpzing as falt as 
be can cut tem: is not wozthy fo. enfer 

5 into 


way choked with the wozld? — iÞ 
| | 4p = e not afraid of our ſelues to take 
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| * * 'Parable of the Sower: X 3 
till eee, may weil 


baue the Goſpell in ſeme ſozte fo2 tg * 20 
 growjn him, but not to ſaue him Dee | 


iv beleued wg nuit he ſureiy perſwa: 

ded of this chat as there: be many godly „ 
men, ſo haue they atteined it wich great * 
labour and toile, pra, ther are ffillict a 9 
wozke and cannot came to an end, be⸗ £ 
«hs hoſe thoznes cannot be otterlye 


„ Thole are greatly onerfiene which 
Fhinke.i& to be aneaſie thing to pꝛofeſſe 
_ Ghzilt, vnto ſalnation: # — no fur⸗ 
ther account but to be Golpellers., at 
7975 if they can vanquiſh in dilputatid, 
4 ze they haue won the field; no, 
— haue a heart inhich is harde tg 
ouercome:thep haue thoznes which wii 


. P vie 
ozp and getting purs: this n 
Mall he ee he hath wii⸗- 
Jingly-gjuen vp himſelfe to the palver pb 
Gods grace to purge his heart, and ta 
ene the holy wonder that it 

row there 1 not Nen 18 
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A Sermon on the © 


Now let vs marke well that which is 
layde here, both of the fonie and alſo 
of the thoznie gronnd , how farre ther 
pꝛoterde in pꝛofeſſing Chꝛilt, and imbꝛa⸗ 


ting his Goſpell: and we ſhall plainely 
e bow greatly thoſe carnal Goſpellers 


which will not haue faith to be tried 
by the fruits,are deceiued: Faith, fnith, 


(cap they) is that which doth iuſtiſie, it 


whoſocuer beleeueth ſhal be ſaued: it is 
_ ſo, but not after euerp kinde of be⸗ 
icfe:foz then why ſhould not theſe two 
— of herers be laued, it i is meruailous 
when the Scripture is fo euident, x our 
ſaniour Chꝛiſt ſpeaketh ſo plainly, that 
this groſe t doltiſh errour ſhoulde pol⸗ 


ſeſſe the minds ok fo manp. But inderd 


it is a (wet doctrine, when a man may 


ficth,at the leaſt thus farre, not fo vere 
t toꝛment himſelte in ſubduing them, F 


vet by faith to be ſaned..UWhen heauen 


& hell miete together, and God and the 
diuel be reconciled, then ſhal theſe fleſh- 
ly Epicures , and vaine pꝛoude men 
come to their happineſſe, When 3 
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98 Parable of the Sower, 


thall- denie that which he hath. hare 
vttered, then ſhall: thele bee true beler⸗ 
uers. 
Let men therfoꝛe take herde that they 

bemot deceiued, noꝛ made ſlacke in lok⸗ 
ing to the fruits of their faith e mozti- 435 
fication of vaine fleſhly luſts,th2ough 5 4. 
pꝛophane pꝛatling of ſuch wozldly belly © 
Gods;beleue not them, but belceue Jes 8 
fas Chziſt, who telleth you that it is naoae 
inough to heare the woꝛd, t to receiue it BY: 
with loy,t to let it grow in vs,vnleile = : 
it bzing foꝛth reaſonable and tunelye 
fruit in vs. 
Againe, let vs marke how ſtrong and 
inuincible an Argument may be gathe- 
red.qut of this text againſt all contem⸗ 
ners and deſpiſers of the woꝛd, ſuch as 
cat nat fo; hearing: theſe thꝛe ſozts of 
hearers, are -befoze the, & nerer to ch21- 
ſtianitie then thep, and pet come ſhozts 
thezefoze it muſt nerds follow, that ſuch 
ignoꝛant Atheilts;as neither know,noz 
dere to knowe any thing aboue this 
waꝛld, are verp far from God, although 
they wauld -ſceme with their mouth £ 
lips fo dzaw nere vnto him. Foz if this 
Cr. | mats 
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. were well obſerued, men would 
not regard noꝛ haue thoſe men in elti⸗ 
mation to be god & honeſt, who are very 


ſureofhis wog, E both kape ag gb att 


wap, he is a very quiet man, no med ler 
rie aduaunced, as tho (line: . Ra 


lin þ fate they be in;yet vniefl# 
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A Sermon vn the 


dogs oꝛ ſwine,not regarding ð p2eeious 
pearle of the Goſpel, but rey to bark x 


bite at thoſe which bꝛing it. Let a man 


inquire thus, not of afew,buf of p gres 
teſt part of men,how fato-y to ſuch 
man, what thinke pe of hint: 5 — | 
they)a verye god man, a 

man, a gent le perſon trumie to hin rid 


houſe as anpe man of his calling ian 
this ſhire. But how is he affeaed Wks 


Gods wo2d:ishezealons inre 
ſurelp, A did neuer heats phe dente þ 


at al. D notable hon# man, as deudut 


in þ laing of God as the ho ʒſe whichhe 
rideth bpon,ascarefhbts- haue god glo⸗ 


great deale behinds theſe d 
hearers, which are a wates:d 
foth being verpbꝛuit beats. bels 


ne 

call them to bie zealous of his gfoꝛzpe) 
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Our ſieldes are full of fach-Caffell as 
tthole, and it the Lo20-Vs not pus fo his 
. helpiit herd dur caſe-is dvey miſerable. 
If any of thoſe which: were-fo-3ealous 
to heare; thi they Woulve to their hin- 
deranitÞ in Wh2ivly matters leaue of 

their beſineſſe;and follow pꝛeathing, as 


thele which flockedts heare e Chain wer 
bercuſe they 


pet nelierchelenge relected-, 
did not lb ſinrerely as they ſhould: what 
hat we lay of thole Lehich wit not flep 
out at their do2eszotten when they haue 
nothing to do, bnles it be to fit at cards 
o2 fables. If ſuch d man mape be dam- 
ned, as ts mwued wich tome delight, 
when he heareth the wozde p2earhtv-: 
What half we iudge of thoſe wodden 
| blockes and fottiſh men who keelt no 
moꝛe ioye in it then a pol] ; when it is 
vtterrd vnto chem: I ther be fome goto 
i . deſfrudioi, Which confo2ijie themfeties 
and haue a ſhew of fruite by the wobde: 
wher ſhal tholt w2etches appeute, whom 
the holy wow ol dd carinot mone one 
their viſozderen e beatk⸗ 
kw behanidtuts J nerde nor Kende to 
| ein out of ey 7a again ory 
| C. iij. 5 25 he 5 
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belbounds, which dare opẽ their months 
ita repꝛoch and ſlaunder the ſetting fozth 


— 
A. 
— 


number of them. 
T The laſt kind of ground, are the g 
7 hearers, which do not onely receiue the 
= ſerde, but alſo bꝛing foꝛth the fruits ther 
of, Although not euery one a lyke oꝛ in 
the ſame meaſure, foz ſome baingefo;zth 

an hundzeth ſolve, ſome ſixtie fold, ſome 
thirtie folde,acco2ding to the meaſure of 
Gods graces in them. 

Although here be great ods in bꝛin⸗ 

|| | ging fozth the fruits, yet they be all ace 
| cepted and. accompted foz god grounde, 
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true Chailtians,and ſincere pꝛoleſſoꝛs of 
godlineſſe: now as we be taught here 
that it ts required of all to be daers, as 
S. lamesſaith,andnot hearors only cha, 
1. ver. 22. lo ars we allo taught, not to des 
15 ſpiſe oꝛ raſhly to condemne thoſe, which 
141˙ — bꝛing fozth ſo great a meaſure of 
}  fraitas others do: True it is, as Chꝛiſt 
9 ſaith, herein is my father glozified, that 
ve bꝛing foꝛth 99 kruite. lohn. 15.8. 
L; But it is alio as true which he ſaith in 
. een of _ ung chapter, A 


of the Golpolh, The Lozd: diauniſh the 
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pandlie of the Sower; 


ner bzüunch that bzingeth kosch fries 
he purgeth, that it may bzing fo2th moꝛt 
fruite. Then to bꝛing ſoꝛth moſt, is mot 
of all to be deſtred, that God maye have _ = 
the greateſt Bozy : to bzing fozth the 1 
leatt is not to be contemned, betauſe £ 
the Loꝛd in time doth purge the, a make 
them moꝛe fruitfull. I need not to ſtand 
here fo2 to handle manye things, oz to 
make large expoſition, the matter is ex⸗ 
cteding plaine ther is no moꝛe but this, 
that all our care in hearing pꝛofeſſing 
the Goſpell , be fo receine it into god 
ground, and to bꝛing fozth the fruites 
thereok. Nhat ſhould J ſtand to rip vp 
the ſhamefull abuſe in the contrary , to 
vtter how manie euill fruits ther be in 
many which are Golpellers. This chuld 
be but as it were to light a candle in the 
cleere Sun ſhine, ſoꝛ all men do ſe them. 
J do not ſpeake this, as though it ſhould 
not be god to crie out againſt them:but 
becauſe the fozmer things which J haue 
now vttered, doe fully diſcloſe them. And 
therefoꝛe J will here ende, deſiring the 
Loꝛd to wꝛite theſe things in our harts, 
| Which we haue * with cur outward | 
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A Sermon ante 


Faros;and fo mk vs gad gronndztů re 
ceiue the heauenly ſcede, f to bzing H2th 
fruites of the ſame, that glozifieng him 


in this woꝛld, we may beglozifie 
comte, 
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